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REPORT TO BIX & ASSENDON PARISH COUNCIL JUNE 2022 
FROM CLLR DAVID BARTHOLOMEW  
 
GENERAL OCC REPORT 
 
CONSERVATIVES CALL FOR GREATER FOCUS ON TOWNS & VILLAGES 
 
The Conservative Opposition remains concerned that the LibDem/Green/Labour ruling 
administration is being heavily distracted by matters over which it has little control, or are 
beyond its remit. It remains to be seen if the £millions being spent on climate change will bear 
any fruit, while the imposition of a vegan diet at council meetings continues to generate a lot of 
debate, wasting councillors’ and officers’ time. Costs are still awaited for the transgender 
measures. Additionally, much of the council’s effort is focused on the city of Oxford, where anti-
car measures are generating much concern and some civic unrest. As previously reported, 
mundane matters – which are nevertheless of vital importance to residents – such as roads and 
drains in towns and villages do not feature in the administration’s list of priorities. 
 
UNAUTHORISED VEGAN MEALS BEING SERVED 
 
The original, highly controversial, plan to serve only vegan meals at all council-catered events 
was scaled back in the report approved by OCC Cabinet in March, and it was agreed that the 
vegan diet was only to be imposed on councillors at Full Council meetings six or seven times a 
year and on the general public at civic events, with officers entirely exempt. However, 
complaints have been received that exclusively vegan meals are being served at other council 
meetings. The matter is currently being investigated. 
 
NEW CHAIRMAN TO PRIORITISE VISITING TRAVELLER SITES 
 
Labour councillor Susanna Pressel, who represents the Jericho and Osney division of Oxford 
city at OCC, has been elected as the new Chair of OCC. She has lived in Oxford for most of her 
life since being a student. She was Lord Mayor of Oxford between 2008 and 2009. She is to 
visit Traveller sites as one of her first acts in her new role as she believes they are the most 
underrepresented communities in our society. She is also to visit farmers where she may 
experience a frosty reception in view of the council’s anti meat & dairy (vegan) policy. Press 
report here: https://www.oxfordmail.co.uk/news/20160536.traveller-sites-top-priority-new-no-
nonsense-council-chair/ 
 
RESIDENT FURY OVER ANTI-CAR MEASURES IN OXFORD 
 
Roadblocks that were set up by OCC as part of a new low traffic neighbourhood (LTN) scheme 
in East Oxford have been smashed down as fury against the measures continues. Residents 
are concerned that LTNs benefit one area at the expense of another, simply shifting traffic and 
pollution, rather than reducing it. There have been widespread reports of huge traffic delays and 
incidents of road rage. Royal Mail has been forced to close some postboxes. Reports here: 
https://www.thisisoxfordshire.co.uk/news/20158184.east-oxford-ltn-smashed/ 
https://www.oxfordmail.co.uk/news/20158812.oxfordshires-ltns-may-increasing-pollution-
nearby-roads/ 
The public consultation is now open seeking residents’ views on the measures. Anyone can 
provide feedback on the proposals before 30 November 2022. Details here: 
letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/east-oxford-ltns-2022  
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PLANS TO ATTEMPT TO DRIVE DOWN CARBON EMISSIONS APPROVED 
 
OCC’s Cabinet has approved plans which they hope will see OCC corporate carbon emissions 
cut over the next three years. The OCC Capital & Revenue budgets for this period feature over 
£15m on climate change measures – only time will tell if this is money well spent. 
 
£10.4 MILLION AWARDED FOR ACTIVE TRAVEL IMPROVEMENTS  
  
OCC has been awarded funding from the third phase of the government’s active travel fund. 
The grant will support infrastructure investment including the delivery of improvements to:  

• Bicester, A41/London Road  
• Bicester, Middleton Stoney Road and Shakespeare Drive  
• Witney High Street  
• Oxford, Garsington Road  
• Oxford, School Streets programme   

 
ADULT SOCIAL CARE PLANS 
 
OCC has an annual budget of £212 million for adult social care which represents 40 per cent of 
its overall budget. It is responsible for funding care for more than 6,200 adults – made up of 
older people, people with learning, physical and mental health disabilities. Despite a swingeing 
5% Council Tax increase, including an adult social care supplement, the council is calling on 
central government for additional funding. 
 
PROPOSALS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND DISABILITIES 
 
Detailed plans are being developed by OCC and its partners in line with the following objectives: 

• Improving outcomes for children with special educational needs and disabilities. 
• Developing a continuum of local provision to meet the requirements of these children and 

young people. 
• Good physical and mental health and wellbeing. 
• Improving post-16 education, learning, employment and training opportunities. 
• Facilitating a positive move into adulthood for young people with special educational 

needs and disabilities. 
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SPECIFIC REPORT FOR BIX & ASSENDON 
 
ASSENDON SPRING: RIPARIAN RIGHTS NR CHESTNUT CLOSE 
 
I have investigated this matter again and supplied the chair and clerk with a detailed response 
from officers who have confirmed maintenance of the ditch is the responsibility of the adjacent 
landowners. The only exception is the section of the ditch north of Chestnut Close between the 
electricity sub-station and the junction of the B480 with Fawley Bottom Lane. This does appear 
to be within the extent of the highway and OCC would therefore take proportionate action on a 
needs basis to clear that section of the watercourse as required, unless for some reason it was 
later demonstrated to be an error. 
 
FMS ENQ22924295: FLOODING AT JUNCTION OF WHITE LANE AND RECTORY LANE 
 
At the request of a resident I escalated this matter. Officers subsequently arranged for a 
cleanse and survey to take place as OCC records only show the two gullies and not where they 
outfall/discharge. The survey has revealed some defects and these are currently being costed 
for repair. (Officers say records show that the site had been previously inspected in response to 
earlier reports, and on the last visit in October 2021 the gullies had a reactive cleanse and were 
left running.) 
 
MORE FMS ENQUIRES 
 
I have today received a request from the clerk to escalate the following FMS reports: 

Foliage Old Bix road – reported Council ref: ENQ22925524 
Bus stop Bix – flagstones and overgrown foliage. ENQ22924215 
Potholes – Rectory lane. ENQ22921442 & Council ref: ENQ2292144 
Drain lying in ditch – reported, Council ref: ENQ22923676 

 
HENLEY TO NETTLEBED CYCLE PATH 
 
I pursued these options for two years: 

Option 1: Link existing Henley to Assendon shared use path to old Assendon to Bix path 
(which would need substantial repair/upgrading), then link this path to the existing Bix to 
Nettlebed path which would need upgrading to form new shared use path. 
Option 2): As above, but instead of repairing the old Assendon to Bix path, convert to 
the existing eastbound (downhill) section of the dual carriageway to single track and 
create a new two-way shared use path on the redundant carriageway. 

As previously advised, these have been rejected for resource and cost reasons. However, I am 
attempting to organise a site visit with the relevant Cabinet Member to see if the decision can be 
reviewed. In the meantime, the substitute plan is to upgrade the markings and signage on the 
duals, and to consider improving the existing old path. Officers have stated progress will be 
slow as the relevant team is focussed on delivering the 20mph sign-changing exercise in the 
county. I have again chased for an update as this temporary measure was first proposed nearly 
four months ago. The response I got today was that the aim is to complete the signage works 
this financial year (i.e. by the end of March). 


